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ICFRE-RFRI LED THE JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL
INITIATIVE

The celebration of World Environment Day (WED) 2026 was conducted with great
enthusiasm and environmental commitment at Ledo, Assam, on 5 June 2026. To
commemorate the occasion, a coal mine ecological restoration plantation drive was
undertaken at the Ledo OCP area. This is a collaborative initiative of ICFRE—Rain Forest
Research Institute (RFRI), Jorhat, and North Eastern Coalfields (NEC), Coal India Limited,
Margherita. The plantation programme was aligned with this year’s World Environment Day
theme, “Climate Action,” emphasizing nature-based solutions for climate change mitigation
and ecosystem recovery. The programme commenced with an inaugural session in which
Shri Anshuman Patel, Scientist, ICFRE-RFRI, highlighted the objectives and progress of the
coal mine restoration project at NEC, Margherita. Addressing the gathering, Shri M. P. Dutta,
General Manager (E&M), NEC-CIL, and Shri Z. Sailo, Staff Officer (Mining), NEC-CIL,
underscored the significance of World Environment Day and emphasized the critical role of
plantation activities in degraded areas.

Delivering the Chief Guest’s address, Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, ICFRE-RFRI,
highlighted the urgency of implementing both local and global climate actions to address
contemporary environmental challenges. He particularly emphasized the ecological
restoration of coal mine-degraded landscapes as an effective strategy for enhancing
ecosystem resilience, carbon sequestration, and sustainable land management. Dr. Kulkarni
also appreciated and encouraged Mr. Prasanta Kardong, TA, ICFRE-RFRI, for his dedicated
efforts. Among the distinguished participants were Dr. Dhruba J. Das, Scientist, ICFRE-RFRI,
Shri Narattom Das, Deputy General Manager, NEC-CIL, Dr. Tajum Doni, Scientist, ICFRE-RFRI,
and Dr. Girish Gogoi, ACTO, Sh. Monjon krow, JPF, Sh. Manimoy Das, JPF, Sh. Kongkon
Hazarika, PA, ICFRE-RFRI along with other officials, and staff members. A ceremonial
plantation programme was subsequently carried out on a 5-hectare degraded plot within
the Ledo Open Cast Project (OCP) area, symbolizing a collective commitment to ecological
restoration and climate resilience.
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Photo Gallery: Highlights of the event:
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ICFRE-Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat (Assam) celebrated World Environment Day-
2026 on 5 June, 2026 with great enthusiasm at Hatigarh Uccha Madhyamik Bidyalaya, Jorhat
(Assam). The programme aimed to create awareness among students and the local community about
the importance of environmental conservation and sustainable living. The celebration commenced
with a tree plantation drive organized within the school premises. Various indigenous and
environmentally important tree species were planted by Students, Teachers, and RFRI officials.
Participants were encouraged not only to plant trees but also to take responsibility for their
protection and maintenance. The plantation programme conveyed the message that trees are vital
for maintaining ecological balance, improving air quality, conserving soil and water, and mitigating
the impacts of climate change.

Sri Monoranjan Borah, Head Master of the host school inaugurated the plantation progamme in
presence of Sri Hemanta Rajkonwar, Vice President, SMDC; Sri Prasanta Goswami, Head Master,
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Cheniamguri High Scholl; Teachers, Students, RFRI officials, and local residents. Sri Abinash Baruah,
Assistant Teacher of the school conducted the plantation programme. In his address, Sri Borah
highlighted the significance of World Environment Day and the urgent need for collective action to
protect the environment from increasing threats such as deforestation, pollution, biodiversity loss,
and climate change. A major attraction of the programme was a Quiz competition which was
organized covering topics such as environment, culture, sports, literature etc. The students
participated enthusiastically and demonstrated impressive knowledge. Shri Ashim Chetia of ICFRE-
RFRI conducted the Quiz and he was assisted by Shri Francis Nath of ICFRE-RFRI. The first winning
team, Ayan Abir Dutta and Nayan Krishna Dutta; second winning team, Rajdeep Borah and
Prachuryya Pran Sharma and third winning team, Mousumi Borah and Nandini Borah, all from
Hatigarh Uccha Madhyamik Bidyalaya, Jorhat were felicitated with Prizes and Certificates. A drawing
competition was held on the occassion.

Photo Gallery: Highlights of the event: -
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ICFRE—Rain Forest Research Institute (RFRI), Jorhat, in collaboration with Cheniamguri M.E.
School, Chenijan, observed World Environment Day 2026 on 5 June, 2026 under the theme “Inspired
by Nature, For Climate, For Our Future,” with active participation from students, teachers, and
scientists. The programme began with a plantation drive. Shri D.K. Meena (Head, FE&CC) welcomed
the Headmaster and highlighted the importance of environmental conservation. Dr. Nibedita Guru
(Scientist-C, FE&CC) spoke on the global significance of World Environment Day, while students and
teachers shared their views.

A drawing competition, coordinated by Mr. Jagat Bhallav Ghosh, Ms. Sewali Bharali, and Mr. Abir
Ghosh, saw enthusiastic participation, followed by prize distribution and refreshments. Mrs. Muna
Tamang delivered a talk on “A Future Without Nature: Can We Survive?” The programme concluded

with remarks by Headmaster Shri Dilip Ch. Borah, encouraging students to actively.
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Photo Gallery: Highlights of the event:-
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3R A enfaer gUl Ig Fdsha "whfd & IR, Felarg IR gAR Afasy & foe A7
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foT fATHT FTH X & Aged & dR A a1 HI| ALALH A 9.-3.9.3.9. Fr ass Jafasw
ST, fAdfear I o "7 FellgAc RIS TA T BR T Mol 3" (AT SFoary AR
gRd T & v B¢ Few) vy | v Awads avor G2m| 3egie seary aRads &
THTET & IR F T 3N SET B GAEROT F 3HeJhel IHed AW A W coler (gRa
dohed) A STeldly A% ol & faw dicaried fhar| sran3rfRia.-a.a.31.9. fr wiass
derfereh A HA FAET & AT gt & afasa A1 g Sifad W Hehd g vy W
U R AadE AT Ed| S sta-Rfudr & wede we, Seary # TR e
3R AT SaeT I I IW@A F ToAT & AGed Pl FHSAAT

REPR TR HARIE o NI, arsd TR 41 Ay 3isger BE o 39 RIatnt
IR derfent & @y Aot ASdsit w1 QERR fAdRa a3 @eh oEt i ate
HeET & TUGTT S| FRGH & TAUAT T FId  Fodd, ddeilnl e,
AR T-ga.3nd. 3R M darel (RIS Fegsh, AaLNRAT.-a.9.37.9.) ean
Yogale JEdid é?mzrgaﬂ,%ﬂﬁ gt A TR fT @ IR W 3R gRa sfasy
$r feem 7 w1 e & v iearea Far =

ICFRE—Rain Forest Research Institute (RFRI), Jorhat, Assam, celebrated World Environment
Day 2026 in collaboration with Brilliance Academy, Jorhat, at the school premises. The programme
was attended by students, teachers, and scientists. The event was organized to create awareness
about environmental protection and sustainable living among school students under the theme
“Inspired by Nature, for Climate and for Our Future.”Several activities were conducted, including a
plantation drive, popular talks, and a drawing competition. Students participated enthusiastically and
shared their ideas and creativity on nature, climate change, and environmental conservation.The
programme began with a plantation drive on the school campus. Students, teachers, and others
planted saplings and took a pledge to protect the environment. The activity highlighted the
importance of trees in maintaining a healthy environment.

Mr. Mohendra Borah, Principal of Brilliance Academy, spoke about the importance of protecting
nature and working together for a greener future. Dr. Nibedita Guru, Senior Scientist, ICFRE-RFRI,
delivered a popular talk on “Young Climate Heroes: Small Steps for a Greener Earth.” She explained
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the effects of climate change and encouraged students to adopt eco-friendly habits and become
climate heroes by taking the Green Pledge.Mrs. Muna Tamang, Junior Scientist, ICFRE-RFRI, delivered
another popular talk on “A Future Without Forests: Can We Survive?” She explained the importance
of forests in supporting biodiversity, regulating climate, and sustaining human life.

During the prize distribution ceremony, Mr. Syed Abdul Fareh, Vice Principal, along with other
teachers and scientists, distributed prizes to the winners and appreciated the active participation of
all students. The programme ended with a vote of thanks by Shri Jagat Ballav (TA, ICFRE-RFRI) and
Miss Sewali (PA, ICFRE-RFRI), encouraging everyone to continue caring for the environment and work
towards a greener future.

Photo Gallery: Highlights of the event :-
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On the occasion of World Environment Day 2026, Dr. Prasun Karmakar, Scientist-C of the
ICFRE-Rain Forest Research Institute, delivered a guest lecture on the theme “Now for Climate
Change” at Dergaon Kamal Dowerah College on 5 June, 2026. Addressing students and faculty
members, Dr. Karmakar highlighted the growing impacts of climate change on ecosystems,
biodiversity, and human well-being. He emphasized the need for immediate action through
sustainable practices, conservation of natural resources, afforestation, and active public participation
in environmental protection. He also encouraged students to adopt eco-friendly lifestyles and
contribute towards building a climate-resilient future.

The programme was graced by Shri Vikram Jyoti Mahanta, Vice-Principal of the college, and Dr.
Parashmoni Thakur, Vice-President of the D.K.D. College Science Society, who stressed the
importance of environmental awareness among youth. The lecture was attended by students and
faculty members and was followed by an interactive discussion on climate change and sustainability.
The programme concluded with a vote of thanks, marking a meaningful observance of World
Environment Day.

Photo Gallery: Highlights of the event:-
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